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FESTIVAL OF THE REFORMATION/AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM  
THROUGH THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION 

 

Our history this month traces all the way back to 1517, as we recall that on October 31,1517, Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-Five 
Theses [or points of debate] on the Castle Church door in Wittenberg, Germany.  
 
These points of debate were intended to open up conversation and discussion about the Roman church’s teaching and practice of  
selling “indulgences.” There were paper promises paid for by the peasants to buy dead relatives out of purgatory. The money was 
used by Rome to build St. Peter’s Cathedral. The corruption of this deceptive money maker and the desperation of the people 
moved Martin Luther to take a stand.  
 
The advent of the printing press made the time ripe for reform. Luther’s writings, and he was quite prolific, were printed and read 
throughout Germany and later Europe.  On this Festival day in the life of the Church we celebrate, the heart of our faith: the gos-
pel of Christ – the Good News – that makes us free. All that we have and all that we are is a gift from our God who generously 
and lavishly loves us.  
 
We will celebrate this history and this calling to discipleship on October 29th & 30th, at our worship services.  
 
At the 10:30am service on October 30th, we also will be celebrating the Affirmation of Baptism through the Rite of              
Confirmation for the following young people: 
 
  Hope Allen    Jason Murphy  Caleb Aquino   Bradley Rehg 
  Sophia de Chaud  Eva Peterson  Declan Creaney   Zachary Uhm 
  Hailey Jansen   Payton Runyan  Rece Komorn   Nicholas Wan 
  Alyssa Mayhew   Joshua Winslow  Alex Nowak 

 

As we live out our Baptismal calling as disciples of Jesus in the world, make worship a regular and ongoing part of your response 
to the grace of God. And keep these young people in your prayers that they would be faithful to the commitments they make on 
the day they affirm their Baptism and live out their life of discipleship with the rest of the saints at St. Mark’s!  



Death and taxes are for certain – but also is your money management! 
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The first national coin was minted in 1776, fully authorized by the Continental Congress. Benjamin Franklin provided the basic   
design for this pewter dollar, inscribed with the word fugio — Latin for “I fly.” This word was paired with an image of a sundial, to 
depict how “time flies.” Franklin must have anticipated how money would fly away someday — at the gas pump. 
 

Look at a typical American coin today, and you’ll see the words E Pluribus Unum, Latin for “From many, one.” Sounds like a noble 
sentiment, describing the unity of our 50 diverse states. But, the truth is that our founding fathers plagiarized these inspiring words 
from the title page of a British book, published every year by Gentleman’s Magazine. It was an anthology of articles, and the     
slogan meant “From many magazines, one book.” 
 

 So … what’s in your wallet? What does your money say to you? 
 

There’s certainly a lot of meaning to be found in money. Jesus knows that money is a major factor in the shaping of our lives , and 
he focuses on it a great deal in his ministry — more than he emphasizes human sexuality. In fact, his focus on money is second 
only to the kingdom of God. 
 

For Jesus, money is to be used to pay taxes to the emperor, but also to advance God’s work in the world. Money is never an end 
in itself, a treasure to be socked away like a Continental Dollar for 232 years until it has grown in value 1,500 times. What would be 
the point of that? You are going to die long before you see that kind of appreciation, and you can’t take it with you — as the saying 
goes, “There are no luggage racks on hearses.” 
 

The meaning of money is that it’s an asset; a resource for us to put to work in the world. If you listen carefully, your money is not 
saying, “I fly, mind your business, or E Pluribus Unum.” Instead, it is saying, “Use me.” 
 

Good stewards are people who use the resources they have been given to advance the interests of their master in the world. 
That’s precisely what we’re supposed to be doing in the work of Christian stewardship. Everything we possess has been given to 
us by our loving Lord in a wild gesture of generosity. We don’t really own anything ourselves, but instead care for the things that 
belong to God, for as long as we are allowed to walk this earth. We relish them, we delight in them, we manage them…but then we 
let go of them. So, why not let go in a way that advances God’s interests? 
 

It’s true that we have to give some coins to the emperor — death and taxes have been two of life’s certainties, at least since the 
time of Jesus. But, beyond this, we have a great deal of freedom to exercise in the use of our assets, and it is good for us to learn 
how to be generous with the money we have.  “Giving is the way we can feel abundant,” says writer Anne Lamott. “Giving is the  
way that we fill ourselves up.” 
 

Sam Lloyd, who was at the Washington National Cathedral and now at Boston’s Trinity Church, has some tremendous insights into  
stewardship; he makes the point that since we live in a consumer culture, we need help in learning how to be generous. The poor 
can help us, since they tend to practice greater generosity than the rich. The Bible can help us, since it recommends the tithe — a 
10% gift that helps us to give in a disciplined way. Money is an important part of our spiritual life, and we need to learn how to   
express our beliefs not only with our words, but also with our wallets. 
 

 So … what’s in your wallet? What’s it saying to you? And how are you going to use it? 
 

Lloyd notices that people will give generously when they believe that there is an important mission at work, and when they see real 
opportunities to advance God’s interests in the world. This requires being clear about the mission and ministry of the church , and 
adding concrete details to the invitation of Jesus to give “to God the things that are God’s”. People will give with boldness  and  
generosity when they see mission projects that heal the sick and liberate the oppressed, at home and abroad…Christian education 
programs that shape the hearts and minds of children and adults…worship services that glorify God and uplift the people…
fellowship activities that move people from isolation to community, and from casual acquaintance to deep-spirited friendship. 
These are all opportunities to advance God’s interests in the world, and to serve our Lord of love and generosity by living l ives of 
love and generosity. That is how we share the faith here at St. Mark’s.  



Death and taxes are for certain – but also is your money management! (Continued) 
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We Are Church Together  

SHARING OUR FAITH – SECURING OUR FUTURE 
  

Over these weeks in the weekly worship folders, inserts have emphasized, and will continue to emphasize, how 
St. Mark’s is SHARING OUR FAITH and SECURING OUR FUTURE. Each week, a different focus is provided, 
both for the congregation’s response to the General Operating Fund and the Capital Campaign. These are also 
being emailed out to the congregation, so that if there are those who are not in worship, they will receive the  
information, as well as all for whom there are email addresses. This is being done so that information is shared 
with all and all members can use these inserts as they consider their commitments both for 2017 for the mission 
and ministry of St. Mark’s and the Capital Campaign. 
 

Toward the middle of October, all members will be receiving informational pieces and Commitment Cards. The 
Commitment Cards will be for both the regular General Operating Fund and the Capital Campaign, each       
designated by separate lines to indicate the amount of members’ commitments. Please watch for that             
information, pray about your response, and then be prepared to bring those commitments to St. Mark’s at      
worship on either November 12th and 13th or November 19th or 20th. Above all, feel good and rejoice at what 
your commitment can mean in the life of St. Mark’s and how it will help in SHARING OUR FAITH and             
SECURING OUR FUTURE!  

 

Take a look at a typical American coin and you won’t see the inscription “Tiberius Caesar, august son of the divine Augustus,  high 
priest.” Instead, you’ll see the words “Liberty” and “In God We Trust.” 
 
The phrase “In God We Trust” challenges us to rely on our good and gracious God, and to believe that he will care for us in the 
future, just as he has cared for us in the past. The word “Liberty” reminds us that we are free to be generous in our giving,  as  
faithful stewards of the great abundance that the Lord has given us. 
 
In a loving and generous God we trust, with liberty to support God’s work in the world. 
 
So…what’s in your wallet? What’s it saying to you? And how are you going to use it? 
 

Pastor Olson, Interim 



Newsletter Submission Information Update 

Submissions for the weekly Courier are due each Monday by noon for that weekend’s publication.  
Submissions for the November Vineyard are due by noon on Wednesday, October 12th. Submissions 
will be added in the order in which they are received. Early entry of your submissions is welcomed!  

 

Please email articles for the Vineyard and Courier to Cathy Hanson at: chanson@stmarksaurora.net, or 
place handwritten articles in her mailbox. If you have any questions, please email or call Cathy at: (630) 897-6891 ext. 27.  

Fellowship &  Ministry  
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UPCOMING IN OUR WORSHIP 

 
October 1 & 2 – 20th Time of Pentecost  
First Reading – Lamentations 1:1-6 
Second Reading – II Timothy 1:1-14 
Holy Gospel – Luke 17:5-10 – Parable of the Mustard Seed 
Litany for Affirming Our Baptism at all services 
 
October 8 & 9 – 21st Time of Pentecost  
First Reading – Jeremiah 29: 1, 4-7 
Second Reading – II Timothy 2: 8-15  
Holy Gospel – Luke 17:11-19 – Story of the Ten Lepers 
 
October 15 & 16 – 22nd Time of Pentecost  
First Reading – Jeremiah 31:27-34 
Second Reading – II Timothy 3:14 – 4:5  
Holy Gospel – Luke 18:1-8 – Story of the Widow and the Unjust Judge  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

October 22 & 23 – 23rd Time of Pentecost  
First Reading – Joel 2:23-32 
Second Reading – II Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
Holy Gospel – Luke 18:9-14 – Story of the Pharisee and Tax Collector  
Healing Service at all worship services in  
commemoration of St. Luke – October 18 
 
 
October 29 & 30 – Festival of the Reformation – Affirmation of Baptism 
through the Rite of Confirmation at 10:30am Service  
First Reading – Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Second Reading – Romans 3:19-28 
Holy Gospel – John 8:31-36 

Coming Up: Pet Blessing 

St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of animals, is traditionally honored on the         

liturgical calendar during the first week of October.  

 

In recognition of St. Francis, you are invited to bring your pets for a blessing on      
Sunday, October 2nd at 12:00pm on the lawn  of the Parish House (Fox Trail 

House). There will be special treats for pets and humans! 

Adult Study in October  
 
During the four Tuesdays in October, with the Festival of the Reformation coming at the end of the 
month, our focus will be on major portions of Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. This will be like       
Confirmation 101 – again!  
 
Come at 10:00am on Tuesdays for a refresher course in 
some of our basic Lutheran understandings. All are        
welcome – and a free book will be provided to all who      
attend – along with a cup of coffee, and maybe even some 
goodies to share! Welcome on Tuesdays at 10:00 to 
11:30am for study, discussion, friendship, sometimes deep 
conversation, and always prayer.  



To Welcome and Be Welcoming  
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Adapted from Marilyn Sharpe Ministries, LLC  
 

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. - Hebrews 13:2  
 

For many of us, this season begins a new year - a new school year, a new program year at church, a new season in the creation. With all of 
these changes come new people, new schedules, new rhythms of daily life, new opportunities to welcome others into our world. But for some, 
"new" brings with it anxiety: Will I be welcomed? Will I fit in? Will I have friends? Will I do well? 
 
This season also brings with it new opportunities for welcoming all those who are made anxious by what is new, providing support, and       
encouragement to them.  We can prepare those in our home and in our congregation to welcome them, to smooth the transition, to be        
hospitable to all of those God has placed on our path. 
 
It is important to remember times in our lives, when we were the "stranger."  This is the perfect time of year to think about how we will equip 
our family and congregation to "welcome the stranger." What do you already do that is hospitable? What one new thing might you want to add 
this season. Remember, by showing hospitality, you may entertain angels without knowing it! 
 

This is a perfect season to remind your kids how important it is to welcome new kids, to include everyone, and to stand up for kids who are 
excluded or bullied. 
 

* Before kids go off to school, remind them to look for the kids who are new, the ones who don't have friends or playmates. Encourage them to 
introduce themselves, to    introduce new kids to their friends, to include them, to make room at the lunch table, to play with them on recess or 
in gym. Role play with your kids how to do this. 
 

* Make your home a place of hospitality. Welcome their new friends into your home. Delay judgment about these kids and really get to know 
them, to learn their stories. Offer rides. Be an interested and engaged adult. 
 
* Catch your kids being those who include others. Affirm, affirm, affirm. Remind them that "the popular group" isn't always kind, loyal, or      
inclusive. 
 

* Help your kids look for enduring qualities in their friends, regardless of clothes, address, background, athletic prowess, or academic          
accomplishment. Applaud them for good choices and for being loyal to their friends. Challenge behaviors or values that concern you. 
 

* When they see bullying, tell your kids to stand up for the victim, to enlist the help of adults, and to never participate in or be a bystander to 
bullying. Help them learn to be witnesses, to put an end to this insidious practice. Jesus said, "Now, you will be my witnesses." Our behavior 
testifies to the love of the One who came so that we would never be alone or marginalized ... or let anyone else experience that either. 
  
* It takes courage to befriend the ones who are left out. Remind your kids that courage is never doing the things that are easy. It is facing your 
fear and doing it anyway! Pray for all of the kids whose lives will be made better by the presence of your kids. Pray, thanking God for your kids, 
who have the values and courage to welcome the stranger. 

The benefits of adding insulation in the attic are substantial. It keeps your home cooler in the summer and warmer in the winter, so you benefit 
year round. This results in significant savings by reducing your utility bills.  
 
While doing some maintenance in the Parish House, we realized there was very little insulation in the attic, which is typical for when the home 
was built. (Most older homes have less insulation than homes built today.)  Council approved getting more 
insulation and bids were obtained. Our thanks to Steve Carlock of Lee Insulation, Inc. for the great job they did 
insulating the attic of the Parish House. This enabled us to increase our thermal efficiency by a factor of four, 
which preserves resources.   
 
And now the best part; Steve and his brother have a business model where they’ve decided they don’t charge 
churches. This wonderful upgrade was all done at no cost to St. Mark’s! Unless your home was specially   
constructed for energy efficiency, you can probably reduce your energy bills by adding more insulation. To find 
out more, check out www.leeinsulation.com or call Steve at (815) 739-5668. 

Thank You, Lee Insulation  

http://www.leeinsulation.com


Nursing The Spirit  
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Protect Yourself From Influenza – “The Flu” 
 

What is influenza? Influenza (flu) is a serious disease caused by a virus.  Influenza can make you feel miserable! Fever, cough, shaking 
chills, body aches, and extreme weakness are common symptoms.  
 
How do you catch it?  You can catch the flu from people who cough, sneeze, or even just talk around you. It is very contagious.  
 
Is it serious? Yes! Tragically, every year infants, children, teens, and adults die from the flu. Flu is very unpredictable. Even if you have a mild 
case of the flu, you can still pass the virus on to someone who could get very sick, or even die. 
 
Am I at risk? Yes. The flu is most dangerous for people with health conditions like heart and lung disease, the very young and very old, and 
pregnant women. But, anyone can become seriously sick from the flu, even young, healthy people. 
 
How can I protect myself from the flu? Vaccination is the best way to prevent the flu! Everyone age six months and older should get 
vaccinated every year. Vaccination not only protects the person who gets immunized; it also protects the people around them  
(ie: babies who are too young to be vaccinated). 

 

 
 
How else can I protect myself against the flu?  
Avoid close contact. Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep your distance from others to protect them from 
getting sick, too. 
Stay home when you are sick. If possible, stay home from work, school, and errands when you are sick. This will help prevent spreading 
your illness to others. 
Cover your mouth and nose. Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or the inside of your elbow when coughing or sneezing. It may      
prevent those around you from getting sick. 
Clean your hands. Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs. If soap and water are not available, use an alcohol-based 
hand rub. 
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth. Germs are often spread when a person touches something that is contaminated with germs and 
then touches his or her eyes, nose, or mouth. 
Practice other good health habits. Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces at home, work, or school, especially when someone is ill. 
Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat nutritious food. 
 

For more information, speak with your health care professional and visit: www.vaccineinformation.org and 
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/ 
 

 
“And you will have confidence, because there is hope; you will be protected 

and take your rest in safety.” Job 11:18 

Get vaccinated! St. Mark’s Lutheran Flu Shot Clinic: Sunday, Oct. 16th  
9:30am-12:00pm 

 $20 cash, check, credit card, or Medicare Part B  (Must bring Medicare Card) 

 18 years of age and older 

Physician’s note required if pregnant &/or nursing 

Please sign up at the Welcome Center. Questions? Contact Jean Clementz, RN 
Faith Community Nurse  630.897.6891  X-23 or jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 

If I can be of assistance to you or someone you know, please call me, 630- 897-6891, ext. 23. 
 

Jean Clementz, RN 

Presence Mercy Medical Center 

Faith Community Nurse at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

http://www.vaccineinformation.org
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/


Snowplowing Services Needed  
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St. Mark’s has received notice that our snowplower is dropping that portion of their business. The sidewalks are cleaned 
by the facility manager during the week, and by volunteers during the weekend, but we need someone to do our parking 
lot. If you’re interested or know of someone you’d care to  recommend, please contact Gregg Kobliska or one of the   

pastors.    
 

A BIG thank you goes out to Warren Hestekin for his many years of service to plow the snow in previous winters. We 

thank you SO much for your devoted service! 

Music Ministry  

Chapel and Music Time returns for CDC children 
 

On Tuesday mornings between 9:30 and 10:15am, you will hear the excitement and music 
making of our Pre-K and 3-year old classes in the Narthex. Then, quick as a wink, by 
10:20am, you can hear the laughter and sounds of the 2-year olds and 3-year olds in the 
rooms of St. Mark’s Child Development Center on Downer. On Thursdays at 5:00pm, our 
CDC after school program youth will also have a Chapel/Music time. What a blessing and joy 
they are! 

500th Anniversary Trip  
 

As we celebrate Reformation Sunday this month, it is not too late to sign up to celebrate the 500 th anniversary of the Reformation, 
in a trip to Germany next summer. The trip will be from June 13th to 22nd, 
2017. We will visit many historical points of interest concerning Martin  
Luther and the Reformation, as well as historical points of interest for J.S. 
Bach.  
 

The choir will participate in a mass choral festival in the Berlin Dom Ca-
thedral, under the direction of Bach scholar and internationally renowned 
conductor Helmut Rilling. We will also participate in worship in Wittenberg 
on Sunday morning, give concerts in St. Matthais church in Berlin, where 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer served, St. Thomas church in Liepzig just inches from 
Bach’s Grave, and in the Augustinian Monastery in Erfurt, where Luther 
studied. Please contact Kristin Young if you would like more information 
about joining this once in a lifetime tour.  

All adults, ages 25 to 40, are invited to join us on Sunday, October 23rd, from 4:30pm to 6:30pm, for our October Fest Dinner.  
 
This will be a festive meal and conversation. We want to hear about your interests, listen to your concerns, and learn your goals, 
while discovering how St. Mark’s can become a part of it all.  

 
Please bring your little ones; child care will be provided, as 
well as child-friendly food! Look for an evite coming very 
soon! 
 
We’re looking forward to seeing you there. 

Young Adult Dinner  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     
 

 1 
Pentecost  20 
5:00p Worship  

2 
Pentecost 20 
9:00a Worship  
9:00a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
12:00p Pet Blessing 
 

3 
7:00p Naomi Circle—Martha Egeland 
7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

4 
9:30a CDC Music Time 
10:00a Adult Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S & Adults 
 
 

5 
9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 
5:30p FDL, gr. 1-5 & HS 
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6-8 
6:00p Confirmation 
7:30p Vocal Worship Team 6-12 

6 

5:30p Children’s Choir K-2 
6:00p Youth Choir 3-5 
7:00p Lions Voice Choir Rehearsal 

7 
 

6:30p Al-Anon 
 

8 

Pentecost 21 
5:00p Worship 
6:30p Young/Hudson Wedding Rehearsal 
 
 

9 

Pentecost 21 
9:00a Worship 
9:00a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
2:00p Malinowski Inurnment 
3:30p Young/Hudson Wedding 
 
 

10 

9:30a Faith Circle—Phyllis Jessick 
7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

11 

9:30a CDC Music Time 
10:00a Adult Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults 

12 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 
9:30a WVMTA Meeting 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 
5:30p FDL, gr. 1-5 & HS 
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6-8 
6:00p Confirmation 
7:30p Vocal Worship Team 6-12 

13 

5:30p Children’s Choir K-2 
6:00p Youth Choir 3-5 
7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir Rehearsal 

14 

6:30p Al-Anon 
 

15 

Pentecost 22 
FRB Fall Harvest Festival 
5:00p Worship  
 

16 

Pentecost 22 
9:00a Worship 
9:00a Sunday School 
9:30a Flu Shot Clinic 
10:30a Worship 
 
 
 
 

17 
9:00a Ruth Circle 
10:30a Spiritual Journaling  
6:45p Rolingwood Colony Meeting 
7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 
 
 

18 

9:30a CDC Music Time 
10:00a Adult Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults 
 
 

19 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 
5:30p FDL, gr. 1-5 & HS 
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6-8 
6:00p Confirmation 
7:30p Vocal Worship Team 6-12 

20 

5:30p Children’s Choir K-2 
6:00p Youth Choir 3-5 
7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir Rehearsal 

21 

6:30p Al-Anon 
 

22 

Pentecost 23 
5:00p Worship 
 

23 

Pentecost 23 
9:00a Worship 
9:00a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
3:00p WVMTA Recital 
4:30p  Young Adult Ministry Event & Dinner 
 

24 

9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit 
Pickers 
7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

25 

9:30a CDC Music Time 
10:00a Adult Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults 

26 
9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 
5:30p FDL, gr. 1-5 & HS 
6:00p 3P’s Confirmation Practice 
7:00p Hope Circle 
7:30p Vocal Worship Team 6-12 

27 
Adult Fellowship—Railroad Museum 
5:30p Children’s Choir K-2 
6:00p Youth Choir 3-5 
7:00p Lions Voice Choir Rehearsal 

28 
6:30p Al-Anon 

29 
Reformation 
5:00p Worship 

30 
Reformation Sunday 
9:00a Worship 
9:00a Sunday School 
9:00a Nelson Baptism 
10:30a Affirmation of Baptism—
Confirmation 

31      

October Calendar 
St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, Illinois 60506 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday / 9:00am - 4:00pm 
 

Phone: (630) 897-6891 
Fax: (630) 897-4842 
Web: www.stmarksaurora.net 
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7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults 
 
 

19 

9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 
5:30p FDL, gr. 1-5 & HS 
5:30p Joyous Praise Bells 6-8 
6:00p Confirmation 
7:30p Vocal Worship Team 6-12 

20 

5:30p Children’s Choir K-2 
6:00p Youth Choir 3-5 
7:00p Lion’s Voice Choir Rehearsal 

21 

6:30p Al-Anon 
 

22 

Pentecost 23 
5:00p Worship 
 

23 

Pentecost 23 
9:00a Worship 
9:00a Sunday School 
10:30a Worship 
3:00p WVMTA Recital 
4:30p  Young Adult Ministry Event & Dinner 
 

24 

9:00a Lydia’s Piecemakers & Knit 
Pickers 
7:30p Fox Valley Festival Chorus 

25 

9:30a CDC Music Time 
10:00a Adult Study 
1:00p Staff Meeting 
7:00p Glory Ringers: H.S. & Adults 

26 
9:30a Bread Wrappers 
1:00p Office Volunteers 
5:00p Roaring Ringers 3-5 
5:30p FDL, gr. 1-5 & HS 
6:00p 3P’s Confirmation Practice 
7:00p Hope Circle 
7:30p Vocal Worship Team 6-12 

27 
Adult Fellowship—Railroad Museum 
5:30p Children’s Choir K-2 
6:00p Youth Choir 3-5 
7:00p Lions Voice Choir Rehearsal 

28 
6:30p Al-Anon 

29 
Reformation 
5:00p Worship 

30 
Reformation Sunday 
9:00a Worship 
9:00a Sunday School 
9:00a Nelson Baptism 
10:30a Affirmation of Baptism—
Confirmation 

31      

October Calendar 



We are pleased to let you know that a deposit of $143.00 was made in St. Mark’s 
account on behalf of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans’ Thrivent Choice Program. 
Thank you for supporting St. Mark’s with your Thrivent choice dollars. If you have 
any questions, contact Thrivent Representative Brent Bartell at 630-598-2103.  
 

Thank you to:   Phoebe Bergh, Lila Fagan, and Sheryl Murphy 

Don Friend 

Council President 

(630) 892-6616 
donaldfrnd@yahoo.com 

Preston Runyan 

Treasurer 

(630) 466-7831 
blkcr1957@yahoo.com 

Rick Jansen 

Property 

(630) 253-3800 

sigmolding@yahoo.com 

Jeanne Flynn 

Member 

(630) 896-6312 
flynn64sq@sbcglobal.net 

Julie Simpson 

Member 

(630) 212-6413 
djsimp480@hotmail.com 

Lindsay Meyer  

Member 

(630) 207-2668 
lindsay.meyer84@gmail.com 

Heather Rehg 

Member 

(630) 801-4121 

rehg@comcast.net 

  

 

August Monthly Financial Recap  

C o u n c i l  M e m b e r s  S t.  M a r k ’ s  S ta f f  

Pastor Patricia Geiseman, Pastor Ext. 15 

pgeiseman@stmarksaurora.net 

Pastor Paul Olson, Interim Pastor Ext. 13 

polson@stmarksaurora.net 

Kristin Young, Director of Worship & The Arts Ext. 16 

kyoung@stmarksaurora.net 

Kari Reiseck, Director of Children’s Ministry Ext. 22 

kreiseck@stmarksaurora.net 

Sue Hilderbrand, Director of Bell Choir Ext. 24 

shilder@aglresources.com 

Cathy Hanson, Communications Coordinator Ext. 27 

chanson@stmarksauora.net 

Deb Arcilla, Office Manager Ext. 10 

darcilla@stmarksaurora.net 

John Themanson, Finance Administrator Ext. 19 

jthemanson@stmarksaurora.net 

Gregg Kobliska, Facility Manager Ext. 12 

emalert@stmarksaurora.net 

Jean Clementz, Faith Community Nurse 

 

Ext. 23 

jean.clementz@presencehealth.org 

Jim Erickson, Financial Secretary 

 

(630) 897-0291 

jerickson@stmarksaurora.net 

Colette Patterson, Interim Director of Child Development Center (630) 897-6063 

stmarksdir@att.net  

Terese Ruppel, Nursery Coordinator (630) 466-1036 

ter60554@gmail.com  

 

Thrivent Choice  Donations  
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Monthly Budget Goal       $ 72,448.58 
Monthly Offering Information 
 Envelopes—General Fund   $ 51,962.00 
 Envelopes—Mortgage/Building  $   5,180.00 
 Other (Loose, Misc., Sunday School, etc.) $   3,080.06 
Total General Fund Income       $ 60,222.06 
Monthly Surplus/Shortfall       $ 12,226.52-  
 
Summary Information as of 8/31/16 
Annual Budget        $869,383.00 
Percent of Year Completed                  66.66% 
Offerings/Commitments received, Year to Date     $553,435.35 
Actual Expenses, Year to Date       $577,410.06 
Actual Expense Shortfall/Surplus, Year to Date     $  23,975.06-   
Budget Shortfall/Surplus, Year to Date      $  26,153.32- 
 
Mortgage Balance as of 7/31/16 
Balance Due on Church (not including CDC)     $2,434,751.38 



October 1 & 2 Saturday, 5:00pm Sunday, 9:00am Sunday, 10:30am 

Acolytes TBA TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants TBA TBA TBA 

A/V Desk Kasey Minard TBA TBA 

Altar Care Don Bryant Team A Team A 

Bread Baker Matt Greising Matt Greising Matt Greising 

Hospitality Team J. Jaras, S. Johnson, Bryant, Deiter Team A Team A 

Reader Pat Larson Team A Team A 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team A Team A 

October 8 & 9    

Acolytes TBA TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants TBA TBA TBA 

A/V Desk Kathy Walz TBA TBA 

Altar Care Erik Egeland Team B Team B 

Bread Baker Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski Pam Krasinski 

Hospitality Team Dave & Nancy Clark, J. Jensen Team B Team B 

Reader Erik Egeland Team B Team B 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team B Team B 

October 15 & 16    

Acolytes TBA TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants TBA TBA TBA 

A/V Desk Nancy Clark TBA TBA 

Altar Care Kasey Minard Team C Team C 

Bread Baker Susan Manning Susan Manning Susan Manning 

Hospitality Team Jim & Clare Toynton, Hicks Team C Team C 

Reader Clare Toynton Team C Team C 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team C Team C 

October 22 & 23   

Acolytes TBA TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants TBA TBA TBA 

A/V Desk Sheila Johnson TBA TBA 

Altar Care Al Lettow Team D Team D 

Bread Baker Jens Jensen Jens Jensen Jens Jensen 

Hospitality Team Terry & Pam O’Connell, Hicks, Lettow Team D Team D 

Reader Kathy Walz Team D Team D 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team D Team D 

October 29 & 30  

Acolytes TBA TBA TBA 

Adult Worship Assistants TBA TBA TBA 

A/V Desk Nancy Clark TBA TBA 

Altar Care Virgil Ostreng Team D Team D 

Bread Baker Matt Greising Matt Greising Matt Greising 

Hospitality Team Shell & Lynida Tomlin, Minard Team D Team D 

Reader Bob Johnson Team D Team D 

Welcome Center Hosts TBA Team D Team D 

Servers For Worship  
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Council Highlights – September 13, 2016 
 

5B’s BBQ Fundraiser - On August 24th, 400 meals were served and $1,300 was raised for the   Music Ministry. The 
weather was lovely and the evening was enjoyed by all. The new front yard signs were a worthwhile addition. 

Rally Day/Capital Campaign Kickoff/56th anniversary Celebration on September 11th went well.  Again, great   
weather, turnout, fun, food, and fellowship. Thanks to the leaders and teams who made the day possible. 

There are many new teachers, both on Sunday morning and Wednesday evening. 
A Young Adult Ministry event is coming soon!  October 23rd, 4:30 – 6:30 pm.  A lovely, delicious dinner is being 

planned for persons, ages 25-40, single and married, with or without children. Pastor Olson, a fine cook, will share 
his love for whipping up tasty cuisine. Lindsay Meyer will provide leadership. Evites will be coming. Stay tuned! A  
gift to the congregation is making this event possible. 

New Member Orientation will be Sundays, November 6th and 20th at 11:45 am.  Child care will be  provided.   
Council members are encouraged to attend. 

The Vision Team and Council will discuss and determine the ministries to which the Outreach portion of the Capital 
Campaign funds is designated. 

Discussed electing a CALL COMMITTEE at the Annual Meeting. 
Approved the long worked on Fundraising Policy, with amendments and 

changes. Don Friend will work on this and send it out to council members. 
Information on procedures for contributions to the Capital Campaign will be 

publicized. 
Please! Members are encouraged to read the newsletters and emails, as well 

as listen to words about the Campaign – its purpose and goal. In order to 
ministry to grow at St. Mark’s, we need to decrease the  debt on the building.   

WHERE IS YOUR JOY? 
 

On the second and third weekends of November - November 12/13 and November 19/20 - we will have the opportunity to bring 
our commitments of financial response for both 2017 for the mission and ministry of St. Mark’s here and across the globe, as 
well as our commitments to the Sharing Our Faith - Securing Our Future Capital Campaign. These commitments are brought 
forward and presented at the altar during our worship because our giving is in fact a sign of our worship.  
 
Of course, it will all depend on what our attitude is about making our commitments. If it is done begrudgingly, with a half-hearted 
response, then we will never feel good about our response. If it is done with an attitude of joy and thanksgiving and in response 
for all God has first given to us, then our attitude will make our giving a joyous act of worship. And that action will then translate 
into a much longer response of joy and thanksgiving each week, month, and year.  
 
Cheerful willingness removes compulsion. In Pearl Buck's story, "Christmas Day in the Morning," a young boy has to be pulled 
out of bed every   morning to do the milking on his family's farm. On Christmas, he decides to get up and do it before anyone 
else is awake, as a gift for his father. He does the same thing that he does every morning--the only thing that is different is him, 
his willingness and joy in doing it. And when the father gets up and finds the work already done, that investment of joy is returned 
to his son. 
  
The point is this: if we don't give of ourselves to make a better world, we won't get to live in one. That means money and time 
and attention and    respect. It means giving with a will and a joy in giving, because that is an investment in the joy and dignity 
and all-around quality of life for everyone. It's the most concrete and tangible way to show the value of our fellow humans. 
 
Hopefully, our joyful response on the Commitment Weekends will translate into smiles as we come forward to present our      
commitments, an encouraging word as we greet each other, and a deep sense of thankfulness in our heart as we gather for 
Word, Meal, Prayer, and Praise.  
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WHAT MAKES FRB UNIQUE? 
 

FRB (Foods Resource Bank) is a partnership...a partnership between farmers and churches, organizations and 
businesses, with one purpose: All working together to teach people the skills to grow their own food.           
Sustainable food! FRB has 56 programs currently in 30 countries and, in its 17 years of existence, has helped 
ONE MILLION people learn to grow their own food. The challenge for the next seven years is to help ONE 
MILLION more. It seems they have perfected the concept. So, how does it all work? 
 
Farmers in the US pledge acreage for FRB. They use their skills and technology to plant and grow crops on 
this acreage, along with their regular crops. In the Fall, the crop is harvested and sold, and the money goes to 
FRB. Currently, there are 205 growing projects in the US. (With more than1,000 farmers!) 
 
FRB, after extensive study, selects a site for a project. This study includes soil type, waterfall yields, land use, 
and dietary needs. (Crops introduced always add nutritional value to the area.) FRB works with other            
organizations, such as Lutheran World Relief, Church World Services, Bread for the World, Catholic Charities, 
United Methodist Committee on Relief, Farmer to Farmer, The John Deere Foundation, and many others to 
coordinate efforts on hunger. 
 
Once a site is chosen, FRB and its partnership organization go in and choose a target village. This is where 
the teaching begins, and then it will spread outward with the target village contacting and showing other       
villages how to make the best use of the land. Money raised by the US farmer’s designated crop is then spent 
to purchase seed, fertilizer, tools, and water conservation solutions. Purchases are made in the country where 
the project exists. This helps the economy of that third world country, not ours.  
 
Where do we fit in? As a partner “urban” church, we raise money to help our local Somonauk Growing Project 
farmers offset expenses incurred for the dedicated acreage, such as seed, fertilizer, and fuel. 
 
HOW CAN YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN ENDING HUNGER? Go online and get more information about 
Foods Resource Bank. The more you know, the more you will understand the impact of this organization. It is 
changing lives, over ONE MILLION so far! It is stamping out hunger in many places around the world. Give 
generously and then ATTEND the Harvest Festival on Saturday, October 15th, at the Kurt Larson farm: 4478 
East 1675 Road, Earlville, IL 60518, and join the growing project farmers, and the rural and urban churches, in 
giving thanks and praise to God and celebrating the harvest He has given us. Praise service is at 10:00am and 
pie auction at 2:00pm, with many activities in between. Lunch will consist of pulled pork sandwiches, chips, and 
cookies. Any free will offering benefits FRB. 
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Prayer Corner: The Other Side... 
 

Not many of us would ask to be 'on the other side'. We go through our lives almost expecting that we'll be on 
the side of good health, loving relationships, having friends, being at peace in our homes and in our             
communities, having financial security, being safe where we live, work, and play, and having a steady job that 
brings inner satisfaction. I'm sure you can add to your own list of what makes for a good life. 
 
And sometimes, we find ourselves on the other side of all of this. 
 
As many of you know, I have been ill and in and out of hospitals since April. I still have probable surgery ahead 
of me, as well as other complications. Through the journey, grace has come to me in many forms. 
 
For years, I've stood behind the Font to offer prayer support during Communion. When I was able to be at 
church the few times this summer, I was unable to take Communion, due to health reasons. I found myself    
being drawn to the Font and prayer and standing on the other side. Receiving what many have come to receive 
– words of hope, encouragement, love. While I have missed not being able to be part of the Holy Meal, I have 
found healing and comfort in a new ritual. All the Prayer Ministers have shown kindness, love, and empathy.  
 
Their words of prayer have gone a long way in 'feeding' my soul. 
 
It is humbling to be on this side, but also good. I appreciate all the efforts of the prayer ministers, who have 
stood there waiting to offer the simplest, yet some of the most profound, support one can give another – holding 
you in prayer. Do not hesitate to go to receive this wonderful gift for yourself. Nothing is too small to ask for – 
and the bond created back at the Font is a lifetime of building towards friendships based on mutual love and 
respect. It is a reminder of what Paul said, “Nothing separates us from the love of God.” 
 
I would never ask for the journey I have been given, but I am grateful for the gifts of grace I have been given 
and continue to receive. 
 
Thank you, dear Prayer Ministers! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Michelle Leedham  

Let’s Communicate: Have You Received Your St. Mark’s Email? 
The Vision Process indicated a strong desire for more communication related to congregational       
activities, opportunities, needs, and decisions. One way we do this is weekly email updates about 
upcoming events. You can help make this happen by sharing your email address with us, if you 
have not already done so. 
 
 

Even if you receive a paper Vineyard, give us your email, and we will keep you in the loop! You may 
use the sign-in sheet in the Welcome Notebooks that are located on the pews. Thank you so 
much for your part in staying connected!  
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A Few Thank Yous Go Out To… 
 

Paul Vega, who has served for over five years on the Building Lock Up team. This team is led by Matt Greising and includes: Ernie and Pat 
Jones, and Mike and Jenny Hundley. Late in the evening, when the programing events are over, members of the team walk through the   
building and see to it that lights are turned off, everything is secure, and arm the building. This is a benefit to the congregation both in safety 
and in utility expense. The team members rotate, each taking a month at a time. It is a significant commitment, especially in the dark, cold 
winter months!  
 

We appreciate Paul’s years of service, as well as his faithful canine partner, Abbie! 
 

Preston and Jane Runyan, who have given a new garage door to the Parish House, also known now as FOX TRAIL HOME. The other 
door was kaput, so this is a  wonderful, needed, and generous gift. 
 

Roald and Laurel Haase who have given a new accessible  curb to the preschool side of the 
sidewalk. This is a great addition for us and will benefit many, such as: 
 1. Every day a CDC person comes with food for our pre-K students. This new curb will 
     help her navigate the cart.   
 2. Lydia’s Piecemakers are at church on Mondays; they, too often, have much to    
     schlepp.  
 

A nice sloping curb will make getting into the building easier for many.  
 

Thank you, everyone, for your dedication and generosity! It will be appreciated for years to come. 

Check Us Out Online! 

 Head to www.stmarksaurora.net and, on the homepage, find online versions of both the Courier and Vineyard. 

 Find us at: @stmarksaurora on both Facebook and Twitter. 

 Give us your email to get the latest updates about our events and programming! 

Reformation 500 Bookstore 

The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is fast        
approaching! Do you want to learn more about Martin   
Luther, his writings, and their impact on Christianity? Do 
you want to reflect on the ongoing impact of the      
Reformation today? Stop by our Reformation 500 
Bookstore to shop for engaging books on the Refor-
mation for readers of all ages and interests! Save up to 
50% plus receive free shipping on all Bookstore titles. 
 
Stop by the display in the Narthex the weekends of   
October 8/9, October 15/16, and October 22/23, after 
each worship service to get  fascinating books on the 
Reformation for you and your family. 
 
Our Bookstore is sponsored by Augsburg Fortress, the publishing ministry of the ELCA. The books will include bestselling biographies, like 
Luther the Reformer, as well as an atlas of the European Reformations, a graphic novel for young readers, and primary sources from The 
Annotated Luther series.   

https://www.facebook.com/stmarksaurora/?fref=ts#
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Pastoral  Acts  

Planning a Baptism? 
Visit the Welcome Center for a 

Planning for a Baptism at St. Mark’s brochure. 

HOSPITAL STAYS 
Under the federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA),  
hospitals are greatly restricted in their ability to disclose patient information.  
Consequently, the pastor or church office may not be notified that a parishioner  
has been admitted to the hospital. In the event you are hospitalized or ill and you  
would like the pastor to know, we please ask that you or a family member inform  
the church office directly. We care about you!  (630) 897-6891 

Baptisms 
 

Stella Aaron King ~ 7/10/16 
Walter James King ~ 7/10/16 

 
 

Weddings 

John F. Shurtleff & Brenda Neid ~ 6/25/16 

 

Funerals & Memorials 

Paula Lee ~ 8/22/16 

Thomas Fick ~ 7/30/16 

Planning a Wedding? 
Visit the Welcome Center for a 

Planning for a Wedding at St. Mark’s brochure. 

Proclaiming Christ's Abundant Love 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church  
27 South Edgelawn Drive 
Aurora, Illinois 60506 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday / 9:00am - 4:00pm 
 

Phone: (630) 897-6891 
Fax: (630) 897-4842 
Web: www.stmarksaurora.net 
 

 
Address Service Requested 


